
Free Craft Class

Origami Christmas Tree 

This beautiful 3-D Christmas tree makes a big impact whether it is mounted on a 
card or ‘planted’ into an empty yoghurt pot and displayed as a table top centre 
piece.  What’s more, it is made with a simple set of Origami folds that you will find 
so addictive, that your house will soon look like a forest!  Are you willing to give it 
a try?  
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SUPPLIES 
- 8 x 8 patterned paper 
- Paper trimmer
- Ruler
- Pencil
- Bone Folder

- Lolly pop stick
- Double sided sticky tape
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Step 2
Place the square on the table with the patterned 
side down, and fold in half lengthways.

Open the square out again, and fold diagonally, 
with the pattern on the outside. Open the square 
out flat  again and fold along the other diagonal, 
once again with the pattern on the outside.

Take a piece of 8” X 8” patterned paper. 
Measure and cut your paper into 5 squares in the 
following sizes: 2x2; 2½x2½; 3x3; 3½x3½; 4x4 
(in inches).  You should be able to fit all these 
into one sheet of 8x8 paper. Start by taking the 
biggest square as this will be the easiest to work 
with, and put the other 4 squares aside for now.

Step 1                        

Step 3

Open out  flat. When you look at your paper it 
should have three creases, an ‘X’ shape with a 
line running through it.

Step 4 Step 5
Fold the paper again along the first crease that 
you made and hold the paper with the crease 
running along the top.
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Step 8

Step 6
Using your finger and thumb gently hold the 
paper along the bottom edge in the centre, just  as 
in the photo. Next using your thumb, ease apart 
the two flaps on the left hand side.  

Step 9

Step 7
Place your forefinger on the top left corner 
and gently push the paper downwards, 
easing the paper to fold along the creases 
that you have already made.  You are not 
making any new folds or creases.

Repeat this on the other side, so that your 
paper now looks like a triangular tent 
shape.

Lay your triangular tent flat on the table with 
the longest edge closest to you.  Imagine that 
there is a line running from the top  point right 
the way down the middle of the triangle, as if 
a line of symmetry. Lift the top flap  on the 
right hand side and fold towards the centre so 
the outer edge meets this midway line.  Some 
of the paper will protrude past the bottom of 
the triangle, but this is exactly  what we want 
to happen. See the diagram on the left for an 
example.



Step 9
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Step 11

Step 12

Step 10
Repeat on with the left hand side. Your 
paper will now resemble a triangle with a 
kite shape sitting on top.

The kite shape is made up of the two folds.  
Take one of the flaps and fold outwards again, 
but hold it vertical.  The bit of paper which you 
have just exposed by lifting this flap will try to 
ʻjump upʼ.  Make sure you place your finger on 
this bit to hold it flat.

Take a pencil or the end of a paint brush 
and push it up the middle of this upright 
flap, causing it to open out

Step 13
Then using your finger, flatten the flap 
down.  Repeat on the other side. Repeat for 
all 5 sizes of squares.

Step 14
Once you have all 5 segments of your tree, 
take the largest piece and put a small piece 
of sticky  tape on the tip. Secure inside the 
next biggest sized piece.



Step 15
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Now you know how easy it is to make this funky origami Christmas tree, remember to experiment with 
a variety of different coloured craft paper for different effects.  Add a ribbon loop  and hang them as 
Christmas tree decorations, or why not stick two trees back to back for a full 3-D look.  

Step 15
Repeat until all the five segments of the 
tree are assembled.  

Step 16
Now that your tree will have completely 
taken shape, its time to take a quick trip to 
Starbucks so that you can fill your pockets 
with coffee stirrers, or as I like to call them - 
tree trunks! 

Thank you for taking a Hungry Heffy Crafts craft class, and donʼt forget to check the website for 
more crafting news and inspiration www.hungryheffycrafts.com.  

Give feedback about this class by emailing lez@hungryheffycrafts.com 

Another great thing about this technique is that the exact same origami fold can be used to make 
elegant corner embellishments to decorate your cards, and can also be arranged to make a fabulous 
wreath design.  Why donʼt you experiment a little and see where your inspiration takes you?
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